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SUBJECT: NEW VATICAN OBSERVER TO UNITED NATIONS 

1. POPE PAUL JULY 27 NAMED MSGR. GIOVANNI CHELI (PRONOUNCED 
KAY-LEE) AS HOLY SEE'S NEW PERMANENT OBSERVER TO UNITED NATIONS, 
REPLACING MSGR. ALBERTO GIOVANNETTI WHO RETIRING AT 60. CHELI, 

A CAREER VATICAN DIPLOMAT IN HIS MID-50'S, WAS BORN IN 
ALESSANDRIA, ITALY. FOR LAST SEVEN YEARS HE HAS BEEN VATICAN'S 
EASTERN EUROPEAN EXPERT. PREVIOUS SERVICE INCLUDED ASSIGNMENTS 
IN PAPAL NUNCIATURES IN MADRID AND ROME. IN ADDITION TO ITALIAN, 
HE SPEAKS SPANISH, FRENCH AND ENGLISH. CHELI, A TRIM, ATHLETIC 
MAN, IS VERY INTERESTED IN OUTDOOR LIFE, PARTICULARLY MOUNTAIN 
CLIMBING AT WHICH HE IS QUITE ADEPT. THE VATICAN HAS CONFIRMED 
TO US THAT CHELI'S ASSIGNMENT TO NEW YORK DEFINATELY INDICATES 
AN INTENTION TO UPGRADE ITS UN OBSERVER MISSION. 

2. CHELI IS AN INTELLECTUALLY IMPRESSIVE FIGURE AND UNDOUBTEDLY 
ONE OF VATICAN'S BEST DIPLOMATS. HE HAS BEEN INTIMATELY INVOLVED 
IN ALL OF VATICAN'S EXTREMELY DELICATE NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
EASTERN EUROPE IN RECENT YEARS. HE IS KNOWN TO ENJOY THE 
HIGHEST CONFIDENCE AND ESTEEM OF ARCHBISHOP CASAROLI, THE 
VATICAN FORMIN WHO IS HIS IMMEDIATE SUPERIOR, AS WELL AS OF 
POPE PAUL. HE HAS TRAVELLED EXTENSIVELY IN HUNGARY AND CZECHO- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ROME 07723 021413Z 

SLOVAKIA AND HAS ALSO VISITED BULGARIA AND ROMANIA ON A NUMBER 
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OF OCCASIONS. HIS DEALINGS WITH OFFICIALS OF THESE FOUR COUNTRIES, 
BOTH IN THEIR OWN CAPITALS AND IN ROME, HAVE BEEN EXTENSIVE. 

CHELI IS THE VATICAN DIPLOMAT WHO DISCOVERED A SUCCESSFUL FORM 
ULA FOR ACHIEVING CARDINAL MINDSZENTY'S REMOVAL TO VIENNA. 

3. AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OFFICE HAS DEVELOPED MOST EXCELLENT 
CONTACTS WITH MSGR. CHELI, WHO HAS BEEN A VALUABLE SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION ON EASTERN EUROPE. CHELI HAS NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT 
THE NATURE OF THE REGIMES IN EASTERN EUROPE, NOR ABOUT THE IN- 
TENTIONS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE LEADERS. IN DEALING WITH EASTERN 
EUROPEANS HE IS KNOWN AS A TOUGH NEGOTIATOR. CHELI HAS ALWAYS 
DISPLAYED FRIENDSHIP AND UNDERSTANDING TOWARD US AND USG POLICIES. 

4. COMMENT: ONE FREQUENTLY HEARS EXPRESSED IN VATICAN CIRCLES 
A CERTAIN VEILED DISILLUSIONMENT OVER FIGURE CUT BY MSGR. 

GIO V ANNETTI IN NEW YORK. IT IS CLEARLY EVIDENT THAT CHELI'S 
ASSIGNMENT TO NEW YORK HERALDS A NEW AND DEEPENED INTEREST IN 
THE POSITION HE IS TO FILL. IT IS PROBABLE THAT CHELI WILL GIVE 
SPECIAL ATTENTION TO ESTABLISHING CONTACTS WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
OF COUNTRIES WITH WHICH THE HOLY SEE DOES NOT REPEAT NOT HAVE 
OFFICIAL RELATIONS, CHINA FIRST AMONG THEM. VOLPE 
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